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A Thesis on the Usefulness of Cell Phones in Education, Health Industry, and Communication
Story
My friend was a medical doctor at a private hospital in Broward County, Miami. She often treated different patients within the county and beyond. [footnoteRef:1]Often, during the evening after work, she would come, sit in her study with her cell phone and as first as a deer, respond to a number of calls from clients who she had treated that day.[footnoteRef:2] The patients would give her the progress of their treatment and how they felt and my friend gave advices and recommendations on the same. She made appointments every day via some common apps that the hospital uses.(most [footnoteRef:3]hospitals use the apps). Unfortunately, my friend did not like the idea of me having a cell phone since I was younger and schooling. I had been staying with her since I was young and she did not like the idea of carrying a cell phone to school because she believed it would distract my learning and even my social life.[footnoteRef:4] I hated my friend for this, so I took advantage of this time to tackle my assignments on the internet and communicate to my classmates and consult on the topics of the assignment. However, having it in school kept me in touch with her while she was at work. [1:  Simile-as fast as a deer…
]  [2:  Telescoping-apps]  [3:  Parenthesis- (most hospitals use the apps)
]  [4:  Super Literalism-I hated her for this, so I took…
] 

Thesis.
Cell phones are useful for education, the medical industry and communication.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cell phones are useful for education
 	The use of cell phones has recently been an integral part of our lives and especially those of school going children and adults. A recent study done by Pearson Education stated that 82% of students have access to cell phones often. Obviously, debates have been contested concerning students having cell phones and whether it is right to have them in class or not. In some way there is a valid argument by parents and teachers that cell phones cause destruction in class and usually result to vices such as examination cheating, but again they can be important tools to supplementing education and teaching (Kolb & Liz 245).  Cell phones therefore cannot be ignored in the learning environment as students are able to access services and apps for learning and hence stay in track of their school. The tools in these phones also help students adopt better ways of studying, developing good time management and organizational skills. [footnoteRef:5]The use of social medial also activates students - makes them more inclusive in class discussions - especially when teachers give topics of discussions on twitter and create hash tags so that students give their opinions and ideas concerning a certain issue. (Pounce et.al 327) It becomes an open platform especially for the shy students- who barely participate orally in class discussions.[footnoteRef:6] [footnoteRef:7]This makes them overconfident. Students are also able to research on different topics and assignments given by their teachers. This is achieved mostly discussion groups created online which every student in class is a part of.   [5:  Dash skewer- The use of social media also activates students-makes more inclusive in class discussions-especially when…]  [6:  Short sentences- This makes them overconfident
]  [7:  Melted together words-overconfident
] 

The National Education Association wrote an article, about using smartphones in the class room where Ken Halla talks about reorganizing the normal class room instruction to create a purely academically-oriented usage of cell phones by students. Halla builds this case to divert away from the ordinary lecture in front of students in a class approach to completely not having the front of the classroom at all. If a roaming continuously and ensuring that students participate around the classroom approach is adopted, it will be easier to control students and monitor their activities to fully focus on the class rather than just standing in front and lecturing. 
“It is not easy for the students to engage in bad behaviors when their cell phones are already out and their teacher constantly roaming around the class”-Halla[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Dash-… and their teacher is roaming around-Halla
] 


Cell phones are useful in the medical industry
By March 2015, 84% of physicians in the United States of America had been using cell phones in their practice. The number has increased remarkably over the three years and now with more than 90% of the physicians embracing digital health. Cell phones have now created a significant link between healthcare providers and their patients. Doctors can keep record of patients’ database on their phones and their medical progress using information management apps. Another valuable advantage with information management applications is the ability to combine their usage. For instance, it is possible to connect GoodReader to a cloud service and hence download PDF files out of the cloud service to the GoodReader.  In the same way the cloud service can be used with Evernote to download the files and even cut and paste parts of the files into the information management application.  Cell phones also provide time management systems for doctors. The modern devices come programmed in a systemized way with apps that facilitate scheduling of appointments, meetings, clinical calls and other relevant obligations. With apps like ZocDoc for instance, patients are able to able to view information prior to making appointments about the participating doctors and are very accessible since they are on AppStore and Play Store platforms.
Cell phone applications are useful in communication
Pew Research Center, in 2017 confirmed that 30% of those who downloaded cell phone apps in the U.S. had about 1 to 10 apps installed on their phone, and 32% had 11 to 20 apps. In the same year, TechCrunch in an article also confirmed that those who owned cell phones used an average of nine apps in a day and increasing to thirty monthly. Quite a number of these application are used in communication on an individual level such as Skype which is a video call application, IMO, while others can be used in communication across the public online such as Facebook, Instagram and Snap Chat.
With more than 95% of Americans owning a cell phone, studies show that cell phones are the most frequently used mode of communication other than other devices. Mobile has been viewed and analyzed as its own media with its own unique characteristics. This paper outlines the extent to which the modern society has embrace the use of cell phones and how they utilize this new technology. This technology ranges from not only talking, sending text messages and blogging but also incorporates shopping, making bank transactions and reporting.[footnoteRef:9] Cell phones have been a part of making the globe a small village and empowered the tech savvy community in many aspects of their everyday life. (Jackson & Tom 120) [9:  Metaphor-making the globe a small village


] 

 Conclusion
There have been arguments about the use cell phones which have been said to be distractive in nature especially in a class room setting. However, in this paper, I tend to emphasize that cell phones do more good than harm within the society. Putting boundaries on their usage could be helpful but embracing the new technology is equally important.
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Briz-Ponce, Laura, Juan A. Juanes-Mendez, and Peñalvo F. J. García. Handbook of Research on Mobile Devices and Applications in Higher Education Settings., 2016. Internet resource.
Jackson, Tom. Telephones and Cell Phones., 2015. Print.
Kolb, Liz. Cell Phones in the Classroom: A Practical Guide for Educators. Eugene, Or: International Society for Technology in Education, 2014. Print.
Ling, Richard S. The Mobile Connection: The Cell Phone's Impact on Society. San Francisco, CA: Morgan Kaufmann, 2014. Internet resource.




